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avoided if House Republicans were not 
obsessed with taking away health care 
benefits from the public we serve. 

Government has the duty to keep its 
doors open, provide vital services, and 
pay its bills. These items should not be 
considered a Democratic Party wish 
list. They are basic functions of gov-
ernment and should not be used as an 
opportunity to secure political points 
or hold America’s economy hostage. 

It is well past time to vote to end the 
government shutdown, pay our bills, 
get the Nation back to work, and grow 
our economy. 

f 

A PICTURE IS WORTH A 
THOUSAND WORDS 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, a 
picture is worth a thousand words, and 
I felt like it was appropriate today be-
cause so many of our colleagues say, 
Why do we want to discuss ObamaCare 
when we talk about the budget or talk 
about the continuing resolution? 

And here is the reason why. It is a 
program that is too expensive to af-
ford. 

Take a look at this graph. We all 
know that, supposedly, when 
ObamaCare started out—by the way, as 
an insurance access program for the 
nearly 40 million that didn’t have in-
surance—it was to be under $1 trillion, 
exactly $863 billion. 

So now we look at what has happened 
to the growth of this program. CBO 
shows us, looking at this, when you ad-
dress $1.4 trillion, 1.7, we are now at 
$2.6 trillion in costs over a 10-year pe-
riod of time. 

So to my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, I 
say, this is why we have to put this 
program on the table and discuss it. It 
is now a nationalization of 17 percent 
of our Nation’s economy and has gone 
from under $1 trillion to $2.6 trillion. 
Let’s get the spending under control. 

f 

THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as the 
House Republicans continue to shut 
down our Federal Government, I rise to 
draw attention to the impact it is hav-
ing on our labor markets and job cre-
ation in this country. 

The House Republican shutdown has 
prevented even the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics from releasing the Sep-
tember jobs report, and the Bureau is 
down to just three employees from its 
usual number, while the Republican 
shutdown is, in effect, making it im-
possible to compile the data for a jobs 
report for our country. 

All we know is that our labor mar-
ket, the number of people applying for 
unemployment benefits, increased 

somewhere between 66,000 and 300,000 
people. We don’t know what the unem-
ployment rate actually is because we 
don’t know how many people are look-
ing for work, and we can’t find the 
data. So we don’t know what actually 
happened completely in September and 
this month. 

This is creating needless uncertainty 
in our markets and makes it harder for 
businesses to know what is actually 
happening in our economy. 

Before the House Republicans shut 
down the government, what we did 
know about our labor market was we 
still had 11 million people looking for 
work following the deepest recession 
since the Great Depression. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Repub-
licans to bring the clean continuing 
resolution to the floor that has their 
budget number in it, and let’s reopen 
the government. 

f 

IT IS TIME FOR DEBT SOLUTIONS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is time for 
solutions. We’re 11 days into a Federal 
Government shutdown and days away 
from exhausting government’s $16.7 
trillion credit limit. Both parties need 
to be committed to opening govern-
ment and getting our debt under con-
trol. 

House Republicans want to reopen 
the government, pay our bills, and de-
fend America’s credit rating. So let’s 
keep talking and work to build com-
mon ground. 

It doesn’t matter if you are a Repub-
lican or a Democrat. Each side can see 
the mathematical writing on the wall. 
In 10 years, discretionary spending will 
grow 17 percent. Meanwhile, manda-
tory spending on our debt drivers will 
grow 79 percent. 

Let’s agree to start there. Let’s re-
open government, and let’s reform 
what’s driving our debt. Let’s talk 
about making our Tax Code fairer and 
more competitive. Let’s do the respon-
sible thing to make sure we don’t find 
ourselves in this situation year after 
year. 

f 

REPUBLICANS DON’T WANT TO 
REOPEN THE GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the 
House Republicans don’t want to re-
open the government. If they did, all 
they have to do is bring up the Senate 
clean resolution and pass it here on the 
floor today. It’ll go back to the Sen-
ate—I don’t even know if it has to go 
back to the Senate—and the President 
has already agreed to sign it. 

They are keeping the government 
closed as hostage because they want to 
negotiate—I don’t even know what 
anymore. Initially, it was because they 
wanted to repeal or defund the Afford-

able Care Act. I’m not sure it is even 
that anymore. 

I think sometimes they just want to 
keep the government closed to show 
that they can. Clearly, the budget 
numbers are there. We have agreed to 
their budget numbers, so that is not 
the issue. 

So, Speaker BOEHNER, please bring up 
a clean resolution today. The impact 
on the economy is getting to be more 
and more devastating every day. As my 
colleagues have mentioned, more and 
more jobs are being lost. 

Instead of losing jobs, Speaker BOEH-
NER, we should be here trying to create 
jobs and use the government to work 
with the private sector to create jobs 
and grow the economy. 

Don’t continue to keep this govern-
ment shut down. It is 2 weeks now, and 
the longer it goes on, the more it is 
going to have an impact on the econ-
omy and make it more difficult to cre-
ate jobs. We will continue to lose jobs. 

Bring up the clean resolution, Mr. 
Speaker. 

f 

LET’S GET OUR SPENDING AND 
DEBT UNDER CONTROL 

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, it has been a 
while. I know the American people are 
frustrated with the shutdown, and a 
week from now, the country will de-
fault if action is not taken. 

How we got into this situation is not 
that complicated. You can only con-
tinue to spend so much of the public’s 
money, and then you run out of the 
public’s money. 

After years, 4 years of unchecked 
spending, when the Democrats con-
trolled the House, the Senate and the 
White House, it has caught up with us. 
We put the brakes on 2 years ago, and 
this is a difficult way to put the brakes 
on now. 

No one likes it. The American people 
don’t like it. But we have got to get 
our spending and we have got to get 
our debt under control. You continue 
to spend, you incur debt. 

Next week we’ll go from $17 trillion 
to probably a request for another $1 
trillion. That’s not sustainable. We 
must work together to resolve this in 
the long-term interest and national 
economic and financial security of our 
Nation. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled joint resolution was signed by 
the Speaker on Thursday, October 10, 
2013: 

H.J. Res. 91, making continuing appropria-
tions for death gratuities and related sur-
vivor benefits for survivors of deceased mili-
tary servicemembers of the Department of 
Defense for fiscal year 2014, and for other 
purposes. 
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